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Friends, Colleagues Creating 
‘Connie Hunting Room’
at New Orono Library
T
he life and works of former 
publisher, poet, pianist and UMaine 
English professor Constance 
Hunting are being memorialized in at least 
three libraries, the smallest of which may 
be the most significant to Hunting’s friends 
and colleagues.
More than 80 people from around the 
world and in Maine contributed in excess 
of $25,000 for a Constance Hunting 
Reading Room at the new Orono Public 
Library, planned on the comer of Birch 
and Pine streets. Work on the $2.2 million 
facility is expected to begin in the summer 
of 2008.
Hunting was “a poet of the people,” 
says former UMaine instructor Barbara 
Wicks, a member of the Orono Public 
Library Foundation Steering Committee. 
“She was an outstanding academic and 
teacher and mentor, but she lived in the 
village. She lived in the town. She did not 
live in an ivory tower.”
Hunting taught at UMaine from 1979 
until her death in 2006. Her legacy as a 
respected poet and scholar lives on in the 
Howard Gotlieb Archival Research Center 
at Boston University, in the stacks at 
continued on page 2
Rick Eason Helps Students Get Their Wings
R
ick Eason’s four-seat 
Cessna Hawk XP II 
banks slightly as it 
soars over a colorful fall 
canopy of treetops toward a 
blue sky, on its way to 1,800 
feet and a cruising speed of 
130 miles per hour. Lakes 
and streams glisten in the 
sun. Below, cars, roads, 
buildings and fields seem 
miniaturized. Bangor 
International Airport traffic 
control confirms that 736 
Kilo Foxtrot is up and away 
and now visible on airport 
radar.
One of Eason’s two 
Rick Eason, UMaine Flying Club adviser and professor of electrical and 
computer engineering, with his Cessna Hawk XP II four-seater at Bangor 
International Airport’s General Aviation terminal.
passengers, an 18-year-old
student pilot, enjoys the thrill of the flight and gazes out the window at the panorama. The 
taut nerves of the other, who is not so used to flying, begin to relax as a mosaic of farms 
and forests takes shape below.
“In a car, you're just stuck to the road. An airplane can go virtually 
anywhere, and not just in two dimensions, but three.99 —Rick Eason
Constance Hunting
“Flying has never been like an adrenaline rush,” says Eason, the adviser for the 
University Flying Club and the UMaine Ham Radio Club, and an associate professor of 
electrical and computer engineering. “I think if I had an adrenaline rush, I wouldn’t be 
doing it. I want to have fun, but I want to live a long time, too.”
Eason, who earned a private pilot license in 1979 as a graduate student and member of 
the flying club at the University of Tennessee, says he is drawn to the sense of freedom he 
experiences while flying and seeing the world from above.
“In a car, you’re just stuck to the road,” he says. “An airplane can go virtually 
anywhere, and not just in two dimensions, but three.”
The University Flying Club (www.umaine.edu/flyingclub) formed in the mid-1960s as 
a way to help undergraduate students earn private pilot licenses at a reduced cost, and to 
create a community for students with an interest in aviation. Since 1991, Eason has been 
adviser for the club, which meets in the Memorial Union on the second Wednesday of 
each month.
Of the group’s 30 members, some are licensed pilots and some are students working 
toward a license. The club also has non-flying members who share an interest in 
airplanes. In addition to undergraduates, club membership includes graduate students and 
even a few community members.
The club has its own airplane, a Cessna 152, and the $25 monthly fee covers 
maintenance and other expenses associated with the plane.
Members are looking for ways to elevate their visibility on campus, attract prospective 
members and maintain an adequate budget to cover costs. Eason says some club members 
are considering buying a second airplane, which would allow the club’s active 
membership to double.
continued on page 3
Along the Mall . .
Parks Named New Director 
of College Success Programs
Alan Parks
Alan Parks, formerly 
coordinator of dissemination 
and technology with the 
UMaine Center for 
Community Inclusion and 
Disability Studies, has been 
named director of the 
university’s College Success 
Programs (CSP), which 
operates under the Division 
of Lifelong Learning.
He succeeds Gerald Ellis,
who retired. CSP has five units—Onward, Project 
SAGE, Transitions Program, Tutoring Program and 
Disability Support Services—designed to assist 
diverse populations and at-risk students.
Hermann Heads 
Mapping Society
Michael Hermann, senior 
cartographer at the 
Canadian-American Center, 
and vice president of the 
North American Cartographic 
Information Society (NACIS), 
was named president of the
Michael Hermann society at its annual meeting 
in October.
Founded in 1980, NACIS is an organization of 
specialists from private, academic and government 
organizations in Central America, the United States 
and Canada whose common interest is in 
strengthening communication within the map 
information community, and promoting and 
improving cartographic education.
Hermann has served on its board since 2003. 
Hermann also serves as president of the Osher 







professor Alan Cobo-Lewis 
has received the 2007 
Autism Society of Maine 
Service Award, given for 
dedication to ensuring that 
children receive needed early 
intervention treatment.
He also received a 2007 Giraffe Award, presented 
by the Maine Children’s Alliance Oct. 17.
Cobo-Lewis, who has worked at the community 
and state levels on behalf of families and children, 
currently serves on the Task Force on Early 
Childhood, chaired by Maine’s First Lady Karen 
Baldacci.
The Maine Children’s Alliance Giraffe Awards are 
bestowed to individuals, businesses and nonprofits 
that go above and beyond the call of duty to make 
life better for Maine children with disabilities, and 
“by sticking out their necks to help in any way they 
can,” according the alliance.
Kenefic Talks Forestry 
with Bangor School Children
Laura Kenefic, faculty associate in the University of 
Maine’s School of Forest Resources and a research 
forester with the U.S. Forest Service, spoke with 
students at Bangor’s Fruit Street School in June 
about forest change and 
diversity, a discussion 
coordinated with a student 
fundraising project.
Kenefic spoke to more 
than 300 K-3 children about 
forests and life as a 
professional forester. 
Students sold nearly $600 
worth of seedlings to raise 
money for an accessible tree Laura Kenefic
house for people with
disabilities at the Pine Tree Camp in Rome, Maine.
Spencer Meyer of the University’s Cooperative 
Forestry Research Unit arranged for seedling 
donations from Plum Creek Timber Company.
Pandiscio Attends Residency
Eric Pandiscio, professor of 
education, participated in the 
17th annual Park City 
Mathematics Institute, a 
three-week residential 
summer session, held in July 
in Utah.
The institute is an 
outreach program of the 
School of Mathematics at 
the Institute for Advanced Eric Pandiscio
Study in Princeton, N.J.
The goal of the session was to further 
participants’ understanding of designing and 
delivering professional development initiatives for 
high school math teachers.
Pandiscio was assigned to the Designing and 
Implementing Professional Development Team.
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Hunting from page 1
UMaine’s Fogler Library and in Orono’s 
community library, where Hunting gave 
poetry readings for more than 30 years.
It also lives on through the continued 
publication of Hunting’s small literary 
magazine, Puckerbrush Review, which she 
founded in the late 1970s to recognize 
promising writers. Hunting founded the 
Puckerbrush Press in the early 1970s to 
publish the work of talented but unknown 
poets and authors.
The Maine Community Foundation last 
month awarded the UMaine English 
Department a $5,500 grant to continue 
publishing the semi-annual Review, now 
edited by UMaine instructor Sanford 
Phippen, another of Hunting’s colleagues.
The reading room project was initiated 
by Wicks, whose late husband, Ulrich, was 
a long-time English professor at UMaine. 
Project supporters now include former 
students, colleagues and recognized writers 
from around the world—as far away as 
Scotland, France, England and 
Bangladesh—whose work Hunting 
published. Donations and cards also came 
from eight states and Canada to help reach 
the $25,000 goal.
Hunting published many people, says 
friend and retired English professor Nancy 
MacKnight. “The theory of the press was 
‘it ought to be in print,’ and if she felt it 
ought to be in print, she put it in print.”
Wicks, MacKnight and the late Mary 
Lou Colbath of Orono spearheaded the 
campaign to establish a reading room for 
Hunting in the new library.
Wicks says that the library foundation 
is within $400,000 of its campaign goal.
For information call Orono Public 
Library Director Kathy Marks Malloy at 
(207) 866-5060.
MCA Events
Cutler Health Center Offering Flu Shots Bill Cosby




7 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 15 
The Grand, Ellsworth
8 p.m., Friday, Nov. 16 
Hauck Auditorium
available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Flu shots will be available for UMaine students for a $25 fee.
Healthcare professionals advise people to get flu shots to protect themselves, 
family, friends and colleagues from the virus. Information about flu in Maine can be 
found at the state government’s Web site (http://maineflu.gov).
Flying Club from page 1
Rick Eason at the controls of his Cessna Hawk XP II.
Insurance restrictions limit active 
membership to 30 people for every airplane 
the club owns. The Flying Club has a 
waiting list with 15 people and even more 
students interested.
Club members can sign up for pilot 
ground school, which is taught on campus, 
and can use the club’s airplane if they are 
licensed, or they can fly with a flight 
instructor. Because the club is nonprofit, 
costs of ground school and flight training are 
less than most commercial schools.
Club President Anthony Fessenden, a 
junior mechanical engineering major from 
Farmingdale, earned his pilot’s license a 
year ago, after passing ground school and 
accumulating the required 40 hours of 
flying time, mostly in the club Cessna. 
Now, with more than 100 hours logged, he 
has a part-time job at Bangor International 
Airport, working with pilots and ground 
crews for domestic flights, and is pursuing 
instrument and commercial flight training.
“By going through the university Flying 
Club, my total expenses were cut in half
W
ith the approach of cold and flu season, Cutler 
Health Center is offering flu shots this fall for 
UMaine employees. Last year 468 employees and 
about 50 students received the shots.
The campus healthcare center will provide vaccinations at 
no cost for employees enrolled in the University of Maine 
System Group Health plan. Employees should contact Cutler 
Health, 581-4000, to set up an appointment for a flu shot. 
(Have Anthem insurance cards handy when calling.) Vaccine is
compared to many flight training 
programs,” Fessenden says. “All things 
considered, the University Flying Club has 
opened gates to an exhilarating aviation 
career for me.”
According to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, Maine has 2,817 pilots, 
including 370 student pilots and licensed 
private and commercial pilots.
“I’m really pleased that we’re picking up 
the membership,” says Eason. “We’re trying 
to ramp up our visibility and participation, 
and we’re looking for flight instructors. 
We’re a club to help people get their 
license.”
The UMaine Flying Club is believed to 
be one of the few places north of Augusta 
to provide ground school or facilitate flight 
training. Information about the Flying Club 





he UMaine Office of Human 
Resources has announced that
Nov. 5-30 is Open Enrollment, the 
time of year when employees may 
modify benefits directives and 
re-enroll in the Advantage Account 
program.
The System Office Web site 
(www.maine.edu/ system/hr/bene.php) 
has further information. Some 






Pankaj Agrrawal, professor, finance, and Doug 
Waggle, University of West Florida, “The Stock- 
REIT Relationship and Optimal Asset Allocations,” 
Journal of Real Estate Portfolio Management (Fall 
2006); and Pankaj Agrrawal and John M. Clark, 
University of Southern Mississippi, “ETF Betas: A 
Study of Their Estimation Sensitivity to Varying 
Time Intervals,” Institutional Investor Journals, 
annual ETF (Exchange-Traded Funds issue) (2007).
Elizabeth Allan, professor, higher education, Policy 
Discourses, Gender and Education: Constructing 
Women s Status (Routledge Research in Education) 
(September 2007).
Nell Duke and Annie Moses, Michigan State 
University; and Susan Bennett-Armistead, 
professor, literacy education, Beyond Bedtime 
Stories: A Parent’s Guide to Promoting Reading, 
Writing and Other Literacy Skills from Birth to 5 
(Scholastic Inc.) (September 2007).
James E. Bird, head, Science & Engineering 
Center, Fogler Library, a presentation, “The Journal 
Article as an Information Literacy Teaching Tool,” 
New England Faculty Development Consortium 
Spring Conference: Teaching and Information 
Literacy-Collaborative Efforts to Improve Teaching, 
Learning and Research, University of Connecticut 
(June), and an article, “Food Science Education 
Publications and Websites,” Journal of Food 
Science Education (2007).
Nicolas Blouin, Ph.D. candidate, marine biology; 
Fei Xiugeng and Jiang Peng, Institute of 
Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Qingdao, China; Charles Yarish, University of 
Connecticut; and Susan H. Brawley, professor, 
plant biology, “Seeding Nets with Neutral Spores of 
the Red Alga Porphyra Umbilicalis (L.) Kutzing for 
Use in Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture,” 
Aquaculture (2007).
Theodore Coladarci, interim director, Office of 
Institutional Studies, and professor, College of 
Education and Human Development; Casey Cobb, 
University of Connecticut; Edward Minium and 
Robert Clarke, San Jose State University, 
Fundamentals of Statistical Reasoning in Education, 
2nd ed. (John Wiley & Sons Inc.) (2008).
Matthew Hooge, former postdoctoral research 
associate, biological sciences; Andreas Wallberg, 
Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden; Christiane 
Todt, University of Bergen, Bergen, Norway; Aaron 
Maloy, Letterkenny Institute of Technology, 
Donegal, Ireland; Ulf Jondelius, Swedish Museum
Natural History, Stockholm, Sweden; and Seth 
Tyler, UMaine Department of Biological Sciences, 
“A Revision of the Systematics of Panther Worms 
(Hofstenia spp., Acoela), with Notes on Color 
Variation and Genetic Variation within the Genus,” 
Hydrobiologia (November 2007).
Tom Newkirk, professor, University of New 
Hampshire, and Rich Kent, professor and director, 
Maine Writing Project, Teaching the Neglected “R ”: 
Rethinking Writing Instruction in Secondary 
Classrooms (Heinemann Books) (September 2007).
Rob Lilieholm, professor, School of Forest 
Resources; and Eugenio Telles Mejia, Manuel de 
Jesus Gonzalez Guillen, Hector Manuel De los 
Santos Posadas, Aurelio Manuel Fierros Gonzalez 
and Armando Gomez Guerrero, postgraduate 
researchers, Montecillo, Mexico, “Optimal Timber 
Rotation Lengths in Eucalyptus Plantations 
Including Revenues from Carbon Capture in 
Oaxaca, Mexico,” Fitotecnia Mexicana Journal 
(2007); and Rob Lilieholm and Mekbeb Tessema, 
Ph.D. candidate, Utah State University, a 
presentation, “Community Perceptions of Wildlife 
and Protected Areas in Ethiopia,” annual meeting of 
the George Wright Society: Rethinking Protected 
Areas in a Changing World, St. Paul, Minn. (April 
16-20); and Rob Lilieholm and Thomas C. Edwards 
Jr., Glen Busch and Richard Toth, professors, Utah 
State University, “Alternative Future Growth 
Scenarios for Utah’s Wasatch Front: Assessing the 
Impacts of Development on the Loss of Prime 
Agricultural Lands,” invited presentation, 2007 
World Congress of the International Association of 
Landscape Ecology, The Netherlands (July).
Lin Lin, research assistant, mechanical engineering; 
Michael L. Peterson, professor, mechanical 
engineering; Alan Greenberg, University of 
Colorado, “Generation and Propagation of 
Ultrasonic Plate Wave in Fluid-Loaded Porous 
Polymeric Membrane,” Insight (April 2007).
Jess A.T. Morgan, Animal Research Institute, 
Queensland, Australia; Vance T. Vredenburg and 
Lara J. Rachowicz, University of California, 
Berkeley (UCB); Roland A. Knapp, Yosemite 
National Park; Mary J. Stice, Tate Tunstall, Rob E. 
Bingham and John M. Parker, UCB; Joyce E. 
Longcore, UMaine research professor, biological 
sciences; Craig Moritz, Cheryl J. Briggs and John 
W. Taylor, UCB, “Population Genetics of the Frog- 
Killing Fungus Batrachochytrium Dendrobatidis,” 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of 
the United States of America (August 2007).
Volker Wissemann, University of Giessen, Giessen, 
Germany; and Christopher S. Campbell, professor, 
plant systemics, “Introduction to the 2005 IBC 
Symposium Papers on the Evolution of Rosaceae,” 
Plant Systematics and Evolution (2007); also 
Campbell, Rodger Evans, former postdoctoral 
researcher, D.R. Morgan, University of West 
Georgia; T.A. Dickinson, Royal Ontario Museum, 
Toronto; and Matt Arsenault, UMaine 
undergraduate, “Phylogeny of Subtribe Pyrinae 
(formerly the Maloideae, Rosaceae): Limited 
Resolution of a Complex Evolutionary History,” 
Plant Systematics and Evolution (2007).
Calendar
For a full listing of UMaine activities and 




7:30 p.m., Nov. 2-3 & 8-10 














UMaine Today magazine 
www.umainetoday. umaine. edu
MaineSci
www.umaine.edu/mainesci
Go Black Bears
http://goblackbears.collegesports.com
